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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM, 

LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY 

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes  

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2021 
 

YEAR 11                            ENGLISH LITERATURE                     TIME: 2 hours  
 

 

Name: _____________________________________ Class: _______________ 

 

 

Choose ONE question from EACH SECTION.   

 
 

SECTION A – DRAMA                                                                          (25 MARKS) 
Choose the Drama Text you have covered at school and then choose ONE 

question from 1, 2 or 3.  
 

 
A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE (Arthur Miller) 

 
1.  “I want my name.” Discuss the role of the theme of honour in “A View from the 

Bridge”. 

2.  Discuss the role of Beatrice in the play. Do you agree that she plays the role of a 

mediator?  

3.  The play “A View from the Bridge” has strong references to Greek tragedy. 
Discuss this statement with reference to Eddie as the tragic hero.  

THE PLAY OF KES, (B. Hines and A. Stronach) and FAST, (David Grant) 

 

1. “Billy’s life at home is very difficult.” Discuss by referring closely to “The Play of 

Kes”. 

 

2.  Discuss the importance of Bev and Barb by referring closely to the play “Fast” 

 

3.  Explore how the protagonists in “Fast” and “The Play of Kes” crave attention. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Track 3 
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MACBETH (William Shakespeare) 

 
1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. 

  

FIRST MURDERER  
My lord, his throat is cut. That I did for him. 
 

 

MACBETH  
Thou art the best o’th’cutthroats:  

Yet he’s good that did the like for Fleance.  
If thou didst it, thou art the nonpareil. 
 

20 

FIRST MURDERER  
Most royal sir, Fleance is ‘scaped. 

 

 

MACBETH  
Then comes my fit again. I had else been perfect,  

Whole as the marble, founded as the rock,  
As broad and general as the casing air.  

But now I am cabined, cribbed, confined, bound in 25 
To saucy doubts and fears. – But Banquo’s safe? 
 

 

FIRST MURDERER  
Ay, my good lord.  Safe in a ditch he bides,  

With twenty trenchèd gashes on his head,  
The least a death to nature. 
 

 

MACBETH  
Thanks for that.  

There the grown serpent lies.  The worm that’s fled 30 
Hath nature that in time will venom breed;  
No teeth for th’ present. Get thee gone. Tomorrow  

We’ll hear ourselves again. 
 

 

Exit FIRST MURDERER  
 

 
 

a. Discuss the immediate circumstances in which these words are spoken. 

                                                                                                       (6 marks)                                                                                              
b. Discuss the similarities and differences between the violent deed committed 

in this part of the play with that of King Duncan.                          (9 marks) 
c. Explain how the witches’ prophecy plays an important role in this part of the 

play.                                                                                      (10 marks) 

 
                          

2. Macbeth states “Let light not see my dark and deep desires”. Discuss the theme 
of appearance and reality in the play.                                                                                                                   

 

3. Analyse the relationship between Banquo and Macbeth by closely referring to the 
play. 
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THE MERCHANT OF VENICE (William Shakespeare) 

 
1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. 

 

SALERIO  

He is ready at the door; he comes, my lord. 15 
  

Enter Shylock. 
 

THE DUKE OF VENICE 
 

 

Make room, and let him stand before our face  
Shylock, the world thinks, and I think so too,  

That thou but leadest this fashion of thy malice  
To the last hour of act, and then ’tis thought  

Thou’lt show thy mercy and remorse more strange 20 
Than is thy strange apparent cruelty;  
And where thou now exacts the penalty,  

Which is a pound of this poor merchant’s flesh,  
Thou wilt not only loose the forfeiture,  

But touch’d with humane gentleness and love, 25 
Forgive a moi’ty of the principal,  

Glancing an eye of pity on his losses,  
That have of late so huddled on his back,  
Enow to press a royal merchant down,  

And pluck commiseration of his state 30 
From brassy bosoms and rough hearts of flints,  

From stubborn Turks, and Tartars never train’d  
To offices of tender courtesy.  
We all expect a gentle answer, Jew!  

  
 

 
 

 

a. Discuss the immediate circumstances in which these words are spoken.  
                                                                                                       (6 marks)   

b. Write about the character of Shylock as it is revealed in the above passage. 
                                                                                                       (9 marks) 
c. Write about the theme of mercy and forgiveness with close reference to the 

play.                                                                                      (10 marks) 
 

 
2. Discuss the various types of love presented in “The Merchant of Venice” by 

closely referring to the play.  

 
3. “Money is power.” To what extent is this quote relevant to “The Merchant of 

Venice”?  Discuss by referring closely to the play.  
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TWELFTH NIGHT (William Shakespeare) 

 
1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.  

 
Enter Olivia and Priest 
OLIVIA 

(to SEBASTIAN) 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

SEBASTIAN 
 
 
OLIVIA 

 

Blame not this haste of mine. If you mean well, 

Now go with me, and with this holy man 
Into the chantry by; there before him, 

And underneath that consecrated roof, 
Plight me the full assurance of your faith, 
That my most jealous and too doubtful soul 

May live at peace. He shall conceal it 
Whiles you are willing it shall come to note, 

What time we will our celebration keep 
According to my birth. What do you say? 
 

I’ll follow this good man, and go with you; 
And, having sworn truth, ever will be true. 

 
Then lead the way, good father; and heavens so shine 
That they may fairly note this act of mine! 

 
Exit 

 

 
 

 
5 
 

 
 

 
10 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
a. Discuss the immediate circumstances in which these words are spoken. 
                                                                                                       (6 marks)                          

b. Write about the characters of Olivia and Sebastian by referring to the above 
excerpt.                                                                                    (9 marks) 

c. Love is given a lot of importance in the play.  Discuss with particular 
reference to the above excerpt and to the whole play.                (10 marks) 

 

2. Choose TWO of the following characters and discuss their role in the play 
“Twelfth Night”. 

                  Orsino                      Viola                            Malvolio 
  

3. The play “Twelfth Night” is dominated by a lot of mistaken identity and 
confusion.  Discuss.  

 

SECTION B – POETRY                                                                         (25 MARKS) 
 

Choose ONE question from this section. You can, if you wish, refer to diction, 
imagery, form, tone and theme.  
 
1. Poetry helps to express feelings. Discuss how the poets create a feeling of 

urgency in the poems “Sea-Fever” and “We are going to see the rabbit.” 

2. Important events which happen in our childhood tend to leave a mark. Discuss 
this statement with reference to the poems “The Lesson” and “My parents kept 

me from children who were rough.” 
 
3. “Time slips away like grains of sand never to return again.” Discuss this 

statement in relation to any TWO poems you have read. 
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SECTION C – PROSE                                                                           (25 MARKS) 

Choose the Prose Text you have covered at school and then choose ONE 
question from either 1 or 2. 
 
THE GREAT AUTOMATIC GRAMMATIZATOR AND OTHER STORIES 

 
1. Some of the women characters in Dahl’s stories are portrayed as villains. Discuss 

this statement in relation to the TWO female characters in “The Landlady” and 

“The Way up to Heaven”. 
 

2. “Dahl has an amazing gift for producing tales about deception that are 
supposedly aimed at teenagers but equally appeal to adult sensibilities.” Discuss 
this statement in relation to “The Umbrella Man”. 

  
ANIMAL FARM 

 
1. It is said in the novel that “Boxer was the admiration of everybody.  He had been 

a hard worker even in Jones’s time.” Write about the significance of Boxer in the 

novel. 
 

2. In what ways does Napoleon prove himself a similar tyrant to Farmer Jones? 
Discuss.  

 

PRIVATE PEACEFUL 
 

1. The novel shows the danger of having a cruel and manipulative person in a 
position of power. Discuss the role that Grandma Wolf and Sergeant Hanley have 
in the life of the Peacefuls. 

 
2. Describe the relationship that Big Joe has with his brothers, Tommo and Charlie. 

 
THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PYJAMAS 
 

1. By referring to specific events in “The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas”, discuss how 
the theme of friendship is developed in the book. 

 
2. Discuss the significance of parallelism in “The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas”. 

 
FRANKENSTEIN 
 

1. “Illness is Victor Frankenstein’s means of escape after traumatic events which 
are often brought about by his own actions.” Discuss this statement and the 

theme of illness in the novel. 

2. Victor and his creation are two characters which despite of their differences still 
resemble each other. Discuss. 

 
THE OTHER SIDE OF TRUTH  

 
1. Folarin Solaja says, “The truth is the truth. How can I write what is untrue?” yet 

the book is titled “The Other Side of Truth”. By referring to what happens to the 

Solaja family, what is the other side of truth? 
 

2. In “The Other Side of Truth” letters play an important part as a means of 
communication and information. Discuss. 
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SECTION D – UNPREPARED TEXT                                                      (25 MARKS)  

Answer ALL the questions in this section.  
 

       The Castle by Edwin Muir  
 

 
 
 

 
5 

 
 
 

 
 

10 
 
 

 
 

 
15 
 

 
 

 
 
20 

 
 

 
 
 

25 
 

 
 

 
 

30 

All through that summer at ease we lay,   
And daily from the turret wall   
We watched the mowers in the hay   

And the enemy half a mile away    
They seemed no threat to us at all.    

  
For what, we thought, had we to fear   
With our arms and provender1, load on load,    

Our towering battlements, tier on tier,   
And friendly allies drawing near   

On every leafy summer road.   
  
Our gates were strong, our walls were thick,   

So smooth and high, no man could win   
A foothold there, no clever trick   

Could take us, have us dead or quick.   
Only a bird could have got in.   
  

What could they offer us for bait?   
Our captain was brave and we were true ...   

There was a little private gate,   
A little wicked wicket gate2.   
The wizened3 warder4 let them through.   

  
Oh then our maze of tunneled stone   

Grew thin and treacherous as air.   
The cause was lost without a groan,   
The famous citadel overthrown,   

And all its secret galleries bare.                          
  

How can this shameful tale be told?   
I will maintain until my death   

We could do nothing, being sold;   
Our only enemy was gold,   
And we had no arms to fight it with.   

                                                       

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
1 dry food such as 

hay or oats for 
animals  

 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
2 a pedestrian gate 

built into a larger 
door  
  
3 small and having 
lined skin due to old 

age  
 
4 a person who is in 

charge of people in 
prison          

 

1. Tick () the correct answer.                                                           (1½ marks) 

a. The poem is about 

 i. a group of tourists visiting a castle in summer  

 ii. a picturesque castle in the middle of the countryside  

 iii. the downfall of a castle  

 iv. a bloody battle to win a castle  

 

b. The rhyme scheme of the poem is  

 i. abcbb  

 ii. abaab 

 iii. ababa 

 iv. irregular  
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c. The rhyme scheme used is appropriate for   

 i. a ballad 

 ii. a sonnet 

 iii. an elegy 

 iv. an ode 

 

2. The narrator repeatedly uses the pronouns “we”, “us” and “our”.          (2 marks)                                                     
 

a. Who is the narrator referring to?                                      

____________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 

b. Comment on the effect this creates in the poem.               

____________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 

 
3.  a.    Describe the atmosphere depicted in the first two stanzas.           (2 marks) 

         

____________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

b. Quote ONE line to support your answer.                                       

   
 ____________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Comment on the mood conveyed by the line:   

 “For what, we thought, had we to fear” (line 6)                                   (2 marks)  
  

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What is the effect of the repetition of words in “load on load” and “tier on tier” in 
the second stanza?                                                                          (2 marks)  

 

  
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Quote a line from the third stanza which shows that the narrator was sure that 
no one could enter the castle from the ground.                                    (½ mark)  

 

        
________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. The poet uses a question mark in line 16 to denote a change in the atmosphereof 
the poem. How is this effect achieved?                                             (1 mark) 

   

        ________________________________________________________________ 
 

        ________________________________________________________________  
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8. Explain the effect created by literary devices in each of the two phrases 

below:                                                                                            
            

a. “wicked wicket gate” (line 19)                                                   (3 marks) 
 
 

 ________________________________________________________________  
 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 
 ________________________________________________________________ 

 
          
b. “wizened warder”  (line 20)                                                       (3 marks)  

 
 ________________________________________________________________  

 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ________________________________________________________________ 
                                                 

9. Quote an example of each of the following from the fifth and sixth stanzas: 
                                                                                                                  (1 mark) 
 
  

i. simile:    _______________________________________________ 
 

ii. personification:  _______________________________________________ 

 
    

10.  Comment on the contrasting image of the castle as depicted in the third and fifth  
       stanzas.                                                                                          (4 marks)  

  

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
11. Explain the significance of the last two lines in relation to the theme of the        

poem.                                                                                             (3 marks)  
  
 _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________  

 


